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Identification and Validation of Market Development Structures for Organic Products

Abstract

This study was conducted with the aim of identifying the market development structures for
organic products. In this connection, having employed a mixed (i.e. qualitative-quantitative)
method, this research endeavors to identify the factors influencing the development of
organic products market from the standpoints of the professionals and experts in the line of
organic products in Tehran province in order to take steps ahead toward the development of
markets for such products. The research method was qualitative content analysis, in which
21 professionals and authorities of the subject matter concerned were interviewed with
semi-structured, in-depth method up to the point of theoretical saturation, selected through
the use of theoretical and goal-oriented sampling methods. The qualitative data analysis
(carried out by means of MAXQDA:; software program) resulted, in#119 codes and 4
categories of the development factors for organicproducts market, composed of facilitation
and support factors (29 codes), foundational factors (19 codes), prop&ing factors (25 codes),
and finally, forerunner and shaping factors (46 codes). Meanwhile, in'the quantitative area,
confirmatory factor analysis was employed with the PLS—§EM partial least square method
via using Smart PLSs2s software program so as,to validate the research experimental model.
The population of the research consisted authoritiesyimanagers, professional experts working
in the sector of organic produets market. A number ofil 35 individuals of them - who were all-
out engaged in the line of organi¢,products market - were identified by census method (both
in public and private sectors) in Tehkan Province, out'of whom an number of 98 people were
selected in simple random sampling method with the use of Morgan and Kerjesy tables. The
data were collectedsthrough the usé of a research-made questionnaire based on the results of
the qualitative part with a 5-point Likert scale, namely ranging from “very poor” up to
“excellent”. The! face Validit} and discriminant validity of the questionnaire were and
analyzed by,smart PLS3;and SPSS2; applications while its reliability was examined and approved
by means of ‘Cronbach's alpha and Composite Reliability. Based on the viewpoints of the
managers, professional experts and authorities of the subject matter concerned, the results
demonstrated that various structures in the experimental model of the research are valid and
feasible for execution in Tehran province. According to the results, the influential factors in the
development of organic products market consist of “branding” and “publicity” factors in the
forerunner structure, “Government’s political eagerness” factor in foundational structure, “giving
consultancy services” factor in the support and planning structure and eventually, “protecting
private sector” as the most pivotal factor of the propelling structure.
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of organic products would be organized and
publicized. In this way, there is an irrefutable
necessity to  conduct comprehensive
empirical researches on the effective factors
on the development of organic products
market. Hence, under the aegis of
discovering such factors besides well-devised
planning and assuming a consistent approach,
there could be a soaring augmentation in the
number of supply markets, buyers as well as
selling sums and higher income. In this
connection, this research tries to investigate
the opinions of professionals, authorities and
experts in Tehran province with the aim of
identifying the organic products market
developing factors.

Methodology: This study has been
conducted with the aim of identifying organic
products market developing structures. In this
connection, this mixed, i.e. qualitative-
guantitate, research endeavors to identify the
factors influencing the development of
organic products market from the standpoints
of the professionals and experts in the area of
organic products in Tehran province in order
to make advances in the realm of developing
such products.  The methodologys, was
gualitative content analysis through*which\21
professionals,  manpagers  andy,/experts
concerned were interviewed threugh the use
of empirical _ sampling ethod. The
qualitative, content analysisby means of
MAXQDA12 software Aapplication. Also
Qualitative data analysis was done using
MAXQDA12 software. In the quantitative
part, in order to confirm the empirical model
of the research, confirmatory factor analysis
using PLS-SEM partial least squares method
was used using Smart PLS 3.2.8 software.
The statistical population of this section was
the activists, experts, managers and experts
active in the market of organic products in
Tehran province, and 98 people were selected
by simple random sampling with the help of
Karjesi and Morgan's table.

The data were collected through the use of a
research-made questionnaire based on the
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Extended Abstract:

Identification and Validation of Organic
Products Market Developing Structures

Introduction: Considering the importance of
food security in addition to irredeemable
damages —resulting from overuse of chemical
agricultural inputs — imposed on environment
and human health, there is an ever-increasing
tendency toward organic  agriculture.
However, the current situations regarding
production, storage, maintenance and — more
crucial than all — selling and market-related
issues of such products are unfamiliar and
vague despite their popularity among people.
This, in turn, requires taking appropriate
actions so that sales and consumption market
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capacities for implementing marketing
policies and setting up market for organic
products. Moreover, in view of the recent
developments in agriculture sector policies in
line with fulfilling the guidelines of Islamic
Republic of Iran’s supreme leader, an ever-
increasing role has been assumed for the
agriculture sector as to diversification of
national economy, reducing dependence on
oil revenues, increasing the levels of food
security in addition to achieving agricultural
self-sufficiency; Accordingly, the policy-
makers concerned have begun to pay
attention to  foreign-exchange gaining
potentials of organic products and
streamlining businesses related to them.

It should be noted that Iran is privileged with
innumerable capacities that require planning
and resource equipment so that existing and
future capacities could be mobilized and
funneled for organic products market
development. In this way, all the domestic
capabilities should be extended to support
production and consumption. of organic
products.

results of the qualitative part with a 5-point
Likert scale, namely ranging from “very
poor” up to “excellent”. The face validity and
discriminant validity of the questionnaire
were and analyzed by smart PLS3 and
SPSS22 applications

Results: The results of the qualitative part of
the study illustrated that 119 codes and 4
categories are identified as the organic
products market developing factors. These
factors comprise, facilitation and support
factors, foundational factors, propelling
factors, and finally, forerunner and shaping
factors. Meanwhile, \.the /results of the
guantitative part revealed that the empirical
research model stricturés were valid and
feasible for execution In Tehran province
from ‘the, points o?‘view of the research
population.

Conclusion: Empirical research model
demonstrated that these factors could lead to
the development and amelioration of organic
praducts market. According to the organic
productsim market  professionals, Iranian
organic agriculture sector enjoys ideal
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