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ABSTRACT

Entrepreneurship and entrepreneurs are important factors in the development of the country and
therefore, it is necessary that this subject area be given special attention by researchers, planners,
and policy makers. The purpose of this study is to answer the question of whether the level of
entrepreneurial knowledge, attitude and intention of students has changed compared to previous
years or not; and whether the impact of individual and educational factors on students'
entrepreneurial knowledge, attitudes and intentions has changed over the time. The study used
repeated cross-sectional design. The statistical population consisted of senior students at the
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Tehran University in the academic year 2013-14
(group A) and 2019-20 (group B). 120 students from group A and 98 students from group B were
selected. The main instrument for data collection was questionnaire. The validity and reliability of
the questionnaire were confirmed by views of professors and experts and Cronbach's alpha
coefficient (knowledge= .82, attitude= .91, intention= .88). Data were analyzed using SPSS
software. Findings showed that the level of entrepreneurial knowledge, attitude and intention of
students has changed compared to previous years and has improved significantly. Findings
indicated the impact of entrepreneurship courses, entrepreneurial experience, and entrepreneurial
family on entrepreneurial knowledge, attitude and intention of agricultural students. In addition,
there were positive and significant relationships between students' entrepreneurship knowledge and
entrepreneurship attitude with entrepreneurial intention. Totally, the results show a promising and
motivating issue that, consequently, by improving entrepreneurship rules and regulations and
business ease indicators, we can see the transformation of entrepreneurial intentions into
entrepreneurial activity.

Keywords: repeated cross-sectional study, entrepreneurship knowledge, entrepreneurship attitude,
entrepreneurial intention, agricultural students

Extended Abstract
Objectives

Entrepreneurship and entrepreneurs are important factors in the development of the country and
therefore, it is necessary that this subject area be given special attention by researchers, planners,
and policy makers. People do not turn to be entrepreneurship by accident. So, entrepreneurial
intention is considered as the best and strongest predictor of entrepreneurial behavior and activity.
Among the factors that can affect the entrepreneurial intention of people are entrepreneurial
knowledge and attitude. Entrepreneurial knowledge refers to the concepts, skills and intellectual
capacity expected from an entrepreneur. The meaning of entrepreneurial attitude is a state based on
which a person shows the desire to show entrepreneurial behavior in an independent business or
organization.

The purpose of this study is to answer the question of whether the level of entrepreneurial
knowledge, attitude and intention of students has changed compared to previous years or not; and
whether the impact of individual and educational factors on students' entrepreneurial knowledge,
attitudes and intentions has changed over the time. The objectives of the research are: (a)
measuring the knowledge, attitude and entrepreneurial intention of the students over the time, (b)
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examining the knowledge, attitude and entrepreneurial intention of the students based on individual
factors and over the time, (c) examining the knowledge , attitude and entrepreneurial intention of
students based on the educational factor over the time, (d) investigating the relationship between
knowledge, attitude and entrepreneurial intention of students over the time.

Methods

The study used repeated cross-sectional design. The specific strength of repeated cross-sectional
studies method is that sampling and data collection is done more than once, and in each stage of
data collection, a sample of the population is selected at that point. As a result, it provides a series
of cross-sectional data of population parameters. In addition, the data obtained based on sampling
over the time are the average values of the desired variables over the time. Hence, it provides a
deep and good view of the investigated phenomenon to policy makers and decision makers.

The statistical population consisted of senior students at the College of Agriculture and Natural
Resources, Tehran University in the academic year 2013-14 (group A) and in the academic year
2019-20 (group B). 120 students from group A and 98 students from group B were selected. The
main instrument for data collection was questionnaire. The validity and reliability of the
guestionnaire were confirmed by views of professors and experts and Cronbach's alpha coefficient
(knowledge= .82, attitude= .91, intention= .88).

Data were analyzed using SPSS software. Data analysis done in two parts: (a) descriptive
statistics and (b) inferential statistics. Descriptive statistics included frequency, percentage, mean,
and standard deviation. Inferential statistics included t-Student test, Mann-Whitney test, and
Pearson correlation test.

Results

Findings showed that the level of entrepreneurial knowledge, attitude and intention of students
has changed compared to previous years and has improved significantly over the time. Findings
indicated the impact of entrepreneurship courses, entrepreneurial experience, and entrepreneurial
family on entrepreneurial knowledge, attitude and intention of agricultural students. In addition,
there were positive and significant relationships between students' entrepreneurship knowledge and
entrepreneurship attitude with entrepreneurial intention.

Based on the findings, it can be said that over the time and the obtained experiences from the
previous courses, the entrepreneurship courses have become more qualitative and have been able to
positively influence the entrepreneurial attitude of students. In addition, the findings indicate the
difference in the knowledge, attitude, and entrepreneurial intention of students (group A and group
B) who participated in the entrepreneurship training course. This finding also confirms the
improvement of the quality level of entrepreneurship education compared to the past. Findings
revealed that by the time and the awareness and information provided, as well as the actions taken
in the field of entrepreneurship, students have gained a higher knowledge of entrepreneurship and
also have a more positive attitude towards entrepreneurship and have more intentions to turn to
entrepreneurship after graduation. Therefore, in response to the question that whether the level of
knowledge, attitude and entrepreneurial intentions of students have changed compared to previous
years; it must be said “yes, the level of all the three investigated variables has been improved”. This
finding presents a motivating issue for students, academics, and policy makers, which by
improving entrepreneurship rules and regulations and business ease indicators, we can see the
transformation of entrepreneurial intentions into entrepreneurial activity.

Conclusion

The findings of the study showed a significant relationship between entrepreneurial knowledge,
entrepreneurial attitude and entrepreneurial intention of students. So, it is important that the
curriculum designers, managers and professors develop strategies and activities that will improve
the entrepreneurial knowledge and attitude of students and to motivate them for entrepreneurial
activity during their studies or in the future and after graduation.
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