DOI: 10.22059/IJAEDR.2021.316769.669000 Alotl (639liS Arug g Slasdl clinios alxe
(V-0 1F- 1 ) o lad ,OF-Y 6,60

Assessment of social sustainability in Family farm Ssystems and Agricultural
production cooperatives (case study: The villages of Samen county)

KHALIL MIRZAYI**, MARJAN SEPAHPANAH?
1, Assistant of Research Group for Entrepreneurship Development and Sustainable Rural
Employment Studies, Jihad University, Hamadan. Iran
2, Member of Research Group for Entrepreneurship Development and Sustainable Rural
Employment Studies, Jihad University, Hamadan. Iran
(Received: Dec. 1, 2020- Accepted: Dec. 28, 2021)

ABSTRACT

Introduction

From a systematic point of view, rural environments are in fact part of the main and influential
elements at the national level in which the management of the relationship and connection of rural
people with the environment and activities, gives a special shape to the rural sector and removes it
from other settlements and made different life patterns. Therefore, in order to achieve sustainable
rural growth and development and agriculture, it is necessary to recognize and create a change in
the type of rural activity, which is mainly based on agriculture. Sustainable growth and
development of agriculture are one of the most important goals of governments, which can be
achieved through fundamental changes in the structure of agriculture, management, and proper use
of various facilities and resources, as well as in the framework of practical and logical planning.
Therefore, agricultural sustainability of the family exploitation system is related to the
sustainability of the agricultural sector and the life of rural and even urban communities. It can be
said that the exploitation system in any society is the most important issue of the agricultural sector
of that society. Considering the fact that in Iran, structural barriers related to the agricultural system
is the biggest obstacle to the development of the agricultural sector, because the exploitation
system is its center and core. The most important exploitation systems in lIran are peasant and
family small, production cooperatives, joint-stock companies. Among these, it is very important to
pay attention to the home exploitation system and production cooperatives as the most important
agricultural exploitation systems.

Keywords: Rural environment, Agricultural structure, Rural life patterns, Improving living
conditions.

Materials and Methods

The main purpose of this research study was to Assessment social sustainability factors based
on the systematic approach in Family farm systems and Agricultural production cooperatives. The
population was the villages of Samen County. The sample size was 374 that selected by the
Cochran formula. So, it was collected 187 Family exploitation and cooperative systems. The
research tool was a questionnaire. Statistical calculations were performed using SPSSv., and
TOPSIS.

Results and Discussion

According to the results, it was found that in family exploitation systems, the development
coefficient, including; Existence (life), effectiveness (efficiency), coexistence, responsibility,
satisfaction, and equality are higher than the agricultural production cooperative system. In
contrast, the development coefficient such as; Security, adaptability, and freedom of action are
more in agricultural production cooperative systems than in family exploitation systems.
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Conclusions

Emphasis on the social dimensions of sustainable development and its place and function in the
local development process has received more attention than ever before; In this regard, the purpose
of this article is to analyze and compare the differences and similarities in a rural area from a social
perspective and to distinguish strengths and weaknesses by designing and measuring indicators of
social sustainability. Examining the current level of sustainability of rural settlements can provide
this understanding by identifying the strengths and weaknesses of the regions as well as the
opportunities and external threats to the development of rural areas. In this regard, explaining the
level of social sustainability of rural settlements, as the most important component of sustainable
development, has a special role and place in strategic planning.

Social sustainability is sometimes associated with themes such as social and human capital,
combining categories such as health, skill levels, knowledge, social homogenization with mutual
benefits, and the preservation of values by emphasizing the three elements of balance, justice, and
freedom. Social stability in rural communities leads to more interaction of villagers to facilitate
their voluntary presence and emergence, especially the poor in the social and economic arenas, and
finally, through the activation of the people, their empowerment and a sense of belonging to
Increase living space. In fact, the emphasis on the social dimensions of sustainable development
pays more attention to their role and place in the strategic planning process.

In general, what causes social sustainability among family exploitation systems as well as
production cooperatives is the amount of income of individuals, not their land. Farmland will be
valuable when it generates income for farmers. However, if agricultural lands are not used, these
lands will be practically worthless. The findings of the present study indicate that in agricultural
production cooperatives, the components: adaptability, coexistence, effectiveness, existence,
freedom of action, and security are in a semi-stable state, and in family exploitation systems,
components: adaptability, coexistence, security, satisfaction, availability, and effectiveness are
semi-stable. Also, in agricultural production cooperatives, the components: equality, satisfaction,
and responsibility are in an unstable state, and in family exploitation systems, the components:
responsibility, freedom of action, and equality are in an unstable state.
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