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ABSTRACT

One of the strategies for diversification of livelihood in nomad society has been the settlement of
nomads and the establishment of permanent nomad settlements while, its impact has not yet been
accurately assessed on the sustainable livelihood of nomad housholds. This research aimed to
investigate the impact of nomads’ settlement on sustainable livelihoods in Semirom County. The
research design was semi-experiment and carried out based on survey strategy. The target
population of study included two groups of nomadic tribes (N=4845) and settled nomads (N=350).
Through Cochran formula 150 households from each group were selected as research samples. The
sample was selected by stratified appropriate sampling technique within 2 settlement sites and 5
nomad tribes. Results showed that natural and financial capitals and total assets were lesser than
average and in inappropriate position among both nomads groups. Results of Independent t-test
indicated that there are significant difference between two groups of households regarding
physical, natural, financial capital and total assets. Assessing vulnerable trends indicated that some
items such increased employment opportunities, enhanced income and family purchase power have
more importance to decrease vulnerability among nomad households. While some items such
increased in construction and development, enhanced local security and increased family solidarity
and union have more importance to decrease vulnerability among settled households. Moreover
items such inflation and increased prices and variation in meat price have more importance to
increase vulnerability among two group of households.

Keywords: Sustainable Livelihoods, Nomad Settlement, Nomadic Society, Livelihood Approach,
Semirom County.

Extended Abstract
Introduction

Nomadic and semi-nomadic pastoralists are a small but significant minority of the populations
of Iran and play vital role in livestock production. The nomadic community with a population of
1186830 people in 212,660 households included 2 percent of the total population of country deals
with an important role in national economy. These people are diverse indigenous communities who
practice various forms of livelihood activities. For centuries, pastoralists were the primary mode of
livelihood among nomadic tribe of Iran. Due to population pressure, enormous constraint to use of
rangeland and lack of suitable land for farming, shifting livelihood activities nowadays has been
forced by settlement programs. However, lack of employment in settlement sites and decreasing
availability of rangeland resources make their livelihoods vulnerable. This research aimed to
investigate the impact of nomads’ settlement on sustainable livelihoods in Semirom County.
Theoretical Framework

Livelihood can be defined as comprising ‘capabilities, assets and activities required for a means
of living.” Thus, livelihood sustainability refers to the ability of a household to deal with shocks
and stresses, and to maintain or enhance its capabilities and assets without jeopardising the natural
resources base (Chambers and Conway 1992). However, changes in livelihood affect the
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environment and vice versa (Udayakumara and Shrestha, 2011). The use of the term vulnerability
context draws attention to the fact that the complex influences of assets are directly or indirectly
responsible for many of the hardships faced by the poorest people in the world; although all
vulnerability contexts are not necessarily negative (DFID 1999). On some occasions, people’s
livelihoods and the wider availability of assets are fundamentally affected by critical trends (e.g.
population, resources, economic, governance, technology) as well as by shocks (e.g. natural,
human health, conflict between crops and livestock) and seasonality (price, production, etc.) over
which they have limited or no control (DFID 1999). Thus, to examine livelihood changes and to
understand livelihood sustainability in response to vulnerability context, livelihood assessment is
executed.

Methodology

The research design was semi-experiment and carried out based on survey strategy.
Questionnaire tools method were used in order to data gathering. The target population of study
included two groups of nomadic tribes (N=4845) and settled nomads (N=350). Through Cochran
formula 150 households from each group were selected as research samples. Classify random
sampling method with appropriate allocation were used to sampling. Validity of the questionnaire
based on the views of experts and the reliably of the questionnaire based on calculated Coronbach
Alpha coefficient were confirmed. Data were analyzed using SPSS16 and Excel.

Discussion

One sample t-test results for the settled households showed that human capital, natural, financial
and total assets were lesser than average and in inappropriate position. The results of this test for
nomads households showed that the physical capital, natural, financial and total assets were lesser
than average. Results of Independent t-test indicated that there are significant difference between
two groups of households regarding physical, natural, financial capital and total assets. While
average means of natural capital in nomad household were more than in settled households but
average means of physical, financial and overall assets in settled households were more than in
nomad household. The results of Friedman test to assess vulnerable trends indicated that some
items such increased employment opportunities, enhanced income and family purchase power and
increased family solidarity and union have more importance to decrease vulnerability among
nomad households. While some items such increased in construction and development, enhanced
local security and increased family solidarity and union have more importance to decrease
vulnerability among settled households. Moreover items such inflation and increased prices and
variation in meat price have more importance to increase vulnerability among two group of
households. The results of one-sample t-test to assess the livelihood impacts of nomad settlement
showed all the impact impacts were lesser than medium and were in unsuitable position. These
results revealed that nomad settlement have not led to improve in living of settled household and
positive expected impact such enhanced welfare and easy access to service and employment have
not been achieved.

Conclusion & Suggestions

Based on the results of this research we can conclude that the settlement could not have a
positive impact on nomad people's livelihood assets. These results confirm some previous research
(Riahi et al., 1392). However, physical and financial capital in both groups less than average
(inappropriate) but there has been more in settled groups. Natural capital also among the nomadic
groups has been more than settled groups. In addition, the totality of livelihood index among
nomadic and settled groups have been more but less than average. Therefore preservation,
restoration and exploitation of natural resources (rangeland and forests) with the participation of
nomadic tribes should be considered. Improving pasture management techniques to increase
efficiency of rangeland is recommended.
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