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Small-sized businesses and rural entrepreneurship play a major role in improving the life
situation of villagers especially the rural women. Today, women's participation is regarded as a
fundamental tool for development, which the formation of small-sized businesses and entrance into
entrepreneurship or self-employment are considered as one of its main fields in rural community.
The main aim of the study was to analyze factors affecting the development of rural women's
entrepreneurial activities who are the members of Agricultural Development Specialized Holding
Companies in Fars Province. The statistical population was 3033 individuals as all of the
companies’ members of the three main pioneer companies in Shiraz, Marvdasht and Estahban
counties. A sample of 393 rural women was selected through multi-stage stratified random
sampling using Krejcie and Morgan table. The required data was collected by survey technigque
using questionnaire. The face validity and reliability of the questionnaire was confirmed by a panel
of specialist at Shiraz Unicersity as well as a pilot study among 30 rural women out of the main
sample in Siakh-Darenjan. The range of Cronbach’s alpha was between 0.68 and 0.98. Data
analysis was done through SPSS19. The findings of research showed that variables such as
directors' managerial power, entrepreneurial training, entrepreneurial motivation, promoting
policies, marketing activities, creativity, skills in compiling a business plan and the effectiveness of
information have been able of predicting 54% of developmental changes in entrepreneurial
activities. The variable of directors' managerial power depicted the highest power of predicting the
variable of developing entrepreneurial activities.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Objectives

Establishment of small enterprises and self-employment is considered as one of the main
contexts of rural women participation. Development of rural women entrepreneurship is a new step
of economic development of each country which has led to the women independence through job
creation. Women include the largest group of deprived people worldwide, thus, the program
planners and experts should be tried to decrease these depreviations and limitations and lead
women toward the social and economic equity. This would be happened through the development
of entrepreneurship skills. These kind of skills are important and required especially for women.
This research is conducted to analyze the demanded conditions for the entrepreneurial activities of
rural women membered in the Agricultural Development Specialized Holding Companies as well
as determining the factors affecting the development of their entrepreneurial activities in Fars
province located in Iran.

Methods
All members of Agricultural Development Specialized Holding Companies of Fars province
which were active in three counties of Shiraz, Marvdasht and Estahban were the statistical
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population of the study. The required data of this survey research were collected through
questionnaire from 393 individuales that were selected based on stratified random sampling using
Krejcie and Morgan Table. The validity and reliability of questionnaire were confirmed by a panel
of academic specialists as well as conducting a oilot study out the main sample using Alpha
Cronbach’s (r= 0.68-0.98). Information sources use, effectiveness of information sources,
creativity, business plan writing skill, entrepreneurial spirit, entrepreneurial motivation,
entrepreneurial knowledge, marketing activities, supportive policies, facilitating policies, business
environment as well as entrepreneurship activities development were the main variables of the
study. Finally, data were analyzed through SPSS 19 using different statistical tests.

Results

Pearson correlation coefficients indicated that there is a significant positive relationship between
the variable of entrepreneurship activities development and the variables of information sources use
and effectiveness, creativity, business plan writing skill, entrepreneurship spirit, entrepreneurship
motivation, entrepreneurship knowledge, marketing activities, supportive and facilitationg policies
as well as business environment. Based on stepwise regression results, the variables of managerial
ability of the boss, entrepreneurial educations, entrepreneurship motivation, facilitating policies,
marketing activities, creativity, business plan writing skill and the effectiveness of information
sources could predict the 54 percent of entrepreneurship activities development changes, which of
the managerial ability of the boss had the most prediction ability of entrepreneurship activities
development.

Discussion

It revealed that the development of entrepreneurship activities of rural women would be
constructive in rural development. Their activities are eco-friendly and it is an important strength of
their businesse in rural areas. Commercializing the ideas and inovattive creation are the thow
important suggestions regarding the entrepreneurial process development of rural women's
activities. These activities should be in line with the customer sinterests focusing on high
communication with them in order to go through innovation. Therefore, these rural enterprises
could tolerate difficult conditions and beome sustainable.
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