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The present research was conducted with the purpose of content analysis of the
clements of Isenberg’s model of an entrepreneurial ecosystem in the context of
agricultural higher education system. This study was led with an inductive approach,
using a qualitative content analysis method. This study with using purposive sampling,
startup activists were analyzed in two sections of private and public sector. The
MAXQDA12 software was used to manage and analyze data. First, the semantic units
were extracted from the interview transcripts. Then these units were categorized
according to their common themes. And finally, based on their correlations, the
categories were put into seperate classifications called “themes”. According to the
findings, the subcomponent of “alignment of universities with the ecosystem” from
the component of human capital, the subcomponent of “access to various financial
resources” from the component of financial capital, the subcomponent of “market
access” from the component of market, the subcomponents of “entrepreneurial
attitude” and “entrepreneurship culture” from the component of culture, the
subcomponent of “providing infrastructure” from the component of support, and the
subcomponent of “legislation” from the component of policy were found to be of the
highest level of importance. Moreover, the components of policy and human capital
were found to have the first and second priorities respectively, followed by the
components of culture, support, market and financial resources which came after
considering the level of importance. In the other words, governments, through
legislation, and universities, through educational capacities, have the main roles in the
development of ecosystem and consequently, the development of the country's
entrepreneurship.
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Extended Abstract
Obijectives

In recent years, universities are increasingly required to prioritize a third mission,

namely

entrepreneurship, along with their traditional missions of education and research (Compagnucci & Spigarelli,
2020). Adopting an approach emphasizing entrepreneurial ecosystems by universities can considerably
contribute to this mission (Toledano & Urbano, 2008) as universities are the second most important factor in
entrepreneurial ecosystems, behind entrepreneurs. Consequently, much of the research has been focused on
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universities as the hub in such ecosystems (Schaeffer & Matt, 2016). Campanella et al. (2013) highlight the
essential role of universities in producing entrepreneurs as university graduates have a greater ability and
broader insights to become entrepreneurs. Given this significance, Mack and Mayer (2016) state that the ability
to foster an entrepreneurial ecosystem is a crucial requirement for universities.

Daniel Isenberg, a professor at Babson College, proposed a comprehensive model for studying
entrepreneurial ecosystems. Isenberg’s entrepreneurial ecosystem model is most popular among policymakers
(Stam & Spigel, 2016) as indicated by the fact that this model is more commonly cited compared to other
similar models (Maleci, 2018). Moreover, the Isenberg’s model is the base model for studying the concept of
ecosystems, which comprises hundreds of elements that can be categorized into the six main areas of policy,
culture, human capital, support, market and financial capital. The present research was conducted with the
purpose of content analysis of the elements of Isenberg’s model of an entrepreneurial ecosystem in the context
of agricultural higher education system.

Method

This study was led with an inductive approach, using a qualitative content analysis method. This study
with using purposive sampling, startup activists were analyzed in two sections of private and public sector. The
MAXQDA12 software was used to manage and analyze data. First, the semantic units were extracted from the
interview transcripts. Then these units were categorized according to their common themes. And finally, based
on their correlations, the categories were put into separate classifications called “themes”.

Results

According to the findings, the subcomponent of “alignment of universities with the ecosystem” from the
component of human capital, the subcomponent of “access to various financial resources” from the component
of financial capital, the subcomponent of “market access” from the component of market, the subcomponents
of “entrepreneurial attitude” and “entreprencurship culture” from the component of culture, the subcomponent
of “providing infrastructure” from the component of support, and the subcomponent of “legislation” from the
component of policy were found to be of the highest level of importance. Moreover, the components of policy
Although entrepreneurial ecosystems have been gaining popularity, the concept of the entrepreneurial
ecosystem still lacks a clear definition and human capital were found to have the first and second priorities
respectively, followed by the components of culture, support, market and financial resources which came after
considering the level of importance.

Discussion

Entrepreneurship has become the driving force behind the socio-economic development of any nation.
Creating an effective entrepreneurial ecosystem is considered to be a regional economic development strategy,
which focuses on creating supportive environments that promote sustainable startups. So, building a dynamic
and effective entrepreneurial ecosystem has received great attention from many national leaders. Hence, many
nascent ecosystems worldwide need a theoretical framework for developing their communities to progress
toward a successful and sustainable ecosystem.

Iranian universities possess great human capital for success in entrepreneurship and fostering start-ups.
The large number of students and graduates as well as easy and fast access to new technologies have resulted
in suitable levels of technical knowledge. However, Iran does not have a good global standing in terms of
entrepreneurship, risk-taking by young people, and their confidence for starting businesses. Also, despite the
attractiveness of this field for university students and graduates, they are not equipped with adequate
management and marketing knowledge and do not possess the necessary teamwork mentality. Growth in
entrepreneurship requires the availability of cultural and social factors, as well as collaboration between
education, administrative, and financial systems. The economic, cultural, social, and legal factors associated
with entrepreneurship should be concurrently considered during the development of policies aimed at
expanding entrepreneurship. In other words, expansion of entrepreneurship requires a network of elements,
which has been termed the entrepreneurial ecosystem by Isenberg.

According to the results, governments, through legislation, and universities, through educational
capacities, have the main roles in the development of ecosystem and consequently, the development of the
country's entrepreneurship.
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