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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was identification of Economic Empowerment Facilitators of
economic empowerment among rural women. The statistical population of the study consisted of
all members of rural women's Micro-Credit Funds in the province of Semnan that 112 of them
were selected according to Cochran formula as sample size. This research was a survey and a
researcher-made questionnaire was employed to data collection. Reliability of the questionnaire by
calculating Cranach's alpha (0= 0.939) and validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by four
experts of Institute of agricultural education and extension. The results of ranking the determinants
of economic empowerment of rural women showed,” Trust in your ability to do things"”, "
Motivation and desire to earn money by myself ", "Membership in rural women's microfinance
fund”, in the first to third ranks and there are the most important factors of the economic
empowerment of rural women in Semnan province. Also, according to the results of exploratory
factor analysis the most important factors affecting the economic empowerment of rural women in
Semnan province were classified into six factors: 1- Cultural context of rural community, 2-
Participation in social and educational activities, 3- Economic and and households participations, 4-
Tangible and intangible assets, 5- Family support and 6- The spirit of financial independence. In
total, these factors could explain 65.76% of the total variance.

Keywords: Rural Women, Empowerment, Micro-Credit Funds, Economic Participation, Province
of Semnan

Extended abstract
Objectives
Factors affecting the economic empowerment of rural women as half of the rural population
should be examined and analyzed for development of human resources and economic development
of the country. Since no study has been done on the economic empowerment of rural women in
Semnan province and considering the contribution of rural women in the total population and
employment of the province, the present study pursues the following objectives:
The purpose of this research was identification of Economic Empowerment Facilitators of rural
women and in particular including:
- Identification of facilitating factors for economic empowerment of rural women.
- Prioritizing Factors that Facilitate Rural Women's Economic Empowerment Using
Exploratory Factor Analysis.

Methods

A the most important factors affecting the economic empowerment of rural women in Semnan
province were classified into six factors (non — experimental) design was used for this study as an
applied — type research. The statistical population consisted all members of rural women's Micro-
Credit Funds in the province of Semnan. Simple random sampling method was employed for data —
gathering. Using Cochran s formula, 112 members of rural women's Micro-Credit Funds were
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selected as the sample size and they were surveyed though a researcher — made questionnaire as the
data — gathering instrument. The instruments validity was confirmed though panel of experts for
face validity, convergent validity and divergent validity. Reliability of the questionnaire was
confirmed by calculating Cranach's alpha (a= 0.939). Descriptive statistics (using SPSS»,) and
inferential statistics analysis methods were employed for data analysis and responses to the
research questions. In the inferential part, Factor analysis modeling was applied for testing the
research hypotheses.

Results

The individual and family characteristics of the respondents indicated that the mean age of the
respondents (Rural Women) was 40 years and the majority of them have got married. In terms of
job status 54.4% have individual self-employment, 26.8% didn’t have individual self-employment
and 18.7% of them were working in group works. Their main source of income was from
Livestock, Agricultural and horticultural activities. The results of ranking the determinants of
economic empowerment of rural women showed,"” Trust in your ability to do things", " Motivation
and desire to earn money by myself ", "Membership in rural women's microfinance fund", in the
first to third ranks and there are the most important factors of the economic empowerment of rural
women in Semnan province. Also, according to the results of exploratory factor analysis the most
important factors affecting the economic empowerment of rural women in Semnan province were
classified into six factors: 1- Cultural context of rural community, 2- Participation in social and
educational activities, 3- Economic and households participations, 4- Tangible and intangible
assets, 5- Family support and 6- The spirit of financial independence. In total, these factors could
explain 65.76% of the total variance.

Discussion

Increased self-reliance was discovered as the main component of economic empowerment.
Economic empowerment focuses on small-capitals of rural areas and contributes to teamwork, and
sustainability of the rural population. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to investigate the
factors affecting economic empowerment of rural women in Semnan province.

This research dealt with the identification of effective components of economic empowerment
of rural women. The findings revealed that the most important factors affecting the economic
empowerment of rural women in Semnan province were classified into six factors. Some strategies
are suggested to make the most of the factors affecting the economic empowerment of rural women
based on the finding of this research:

1- Implement more skill training courses, especially in the field of dominant jobs in the region
Such as livestock, poultry, handicrafts and medicinal plants and the development of home-based
businesses and small and group businesses for rural women.

2- Implementation of various workshops in order to mentally empower rural women Especially
about self-confidence, self-esteem, competence and development of individual skills in order to
prepare women for economic empowerment.

3- Establish more family and local credit funds that restore women's ability and sense of
belonging to the rural community and provide them with financial and capital support.

4- Facilitate the provision of low-interest loans and credits to rural women in order to give them
greater access to initial capital to start a business.

5- Implement cultural programs and activities to improve and adapt the attitude of rural society

and men towards women's activities and participation and efforts to eliminate the system of gender
discrimination prevailing in rural areas.
6- Helping to strengthen sustainable, institutionalized relationships and networks of rural women,
especially in the form of group organizations and social networks Such as cooperatives and
women's associations and production networks which provides the basis for increasing cohesion,
trust and group participation and facilitating collective action and, consequently, empowerment of
women in social, economic and political dimensions.
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