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From National Research to Global Scientific Engagement: A New Chapter for the
Iranian Journal of Agricultural Economics and Development Research

The publication of the first English-language issue of the Iranian Journal of Agricultural Economics
and Development Research marks an important milestone in the journal’s development and the beginning of
a new chapter in its academic vision. This issue represents more than a change in the language of publication;
it reflects the journal’s commitment to expanding its readership, strengthening its engagement with the
international scholarly community, and progressively aligning its practices with contemporary standards of
international academic publishing.

Agricultural economics and development have undergone profound transformations in recent decades.
Structural changes in production and market systems, technological advances, smart and digital agriculture,
food security, resource-use efficiency, changes in agricultural policies, international trade, value chains, as
well as education and the dissemination of research findings and the growing imperative of sustainable
development are among the major developments reshaping the traditional boundaries of research in agricultural
economics. In this context, research in agricultural economics and development requires innovative
perspectives, more rigorous methodologies, and stronger connections between scientific knowledge,
policymaking, and the real-world challenges facing the agricultural sector.

Throughout its years of activity, the Iranian Journal of Agricultural Economics and Development
Research has sought to provide a platform for the dissemination of scholarly research in agricultural
economics, development, agricultural management, and agricultural education, while paying particular
attention to the issues and challenges confronting Iran’s agricultural sector. However, the rapid evolution of
knowledge and the need for broader engagement with the global academic community have encouraged us to
reconsider and further develop the journal’s future direction.

Our objective is not simply to publish research in English, but to create an opportunity for research
in agricultural economics and development to become part of a broader global scientific dialogue.

From this perspective, the publication of this English-language issue should be regarded as the first step in
a gradual process of internationalization. In this process, we will seek to maintain the journal’s focus on
important issues related to agricultural economics and development in Iran while creating greater opportunities
for researchers from other countries to contribute to and engage with the journal. We believe that many of the
challenges facing Iran’s agricultural sector can also be of relevance to the international scholarly community
when examined through appropriate theoretical frameworks, rigorous scientific methods, and internationally
recognized research standards.

In this new phase, one of the journal’s principal priorities will be the enhancement of the scientific quality
of published articles. Authors are expected to present their research on the basis of clearly defined research
questions or problems, coherent theoretical frameworks, rigorous and appropriate methodologies, reliable data,
and sound scientific analysis. Manuscripts should also make a clearly identifiable contribution to existing
knowledge and, where appropriate, provide meaningful implications for policymaking and decision-making
in the agricultural sector.

At the same time, we will continue to strengthen the peer-review process by making it increasingly
specialized, rigorous, transparent, and consistent with established principles of publication ethics. Expanding
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our network of expert reviewers, increasing the participation of distinguished researchers from Iran and abroad,
and moving toward a more internationally represented editorial board are among the initiatives that have been
pursued and will continue to be developed in this direction.

Internationalization does not mean moving away from issues related to Iran; rather, it is an effort to
bring the knowledge and experience generated through the study of these issues into a global scientific
conversation. Understanding the specific challenges of Iran’s agricultural economy can contribute to
enriching the broader literature on agricultural economics and development when considered alongside
evidence from other countries. Conversely, drawing on international knowledge and experience can contribute
to a deeper understanding of domestic challenges and to the development of more effective solutions.

In line with this vision, another strategic priority for the new phase of the journal is to enhance its
international visibility and presence and to meet the requirements for inclusion in reputable
international abstracting and indexing databases. In this regard, progressing toward evaluation and
potential indexing in international databases such as Scopus will be one of the journal’s important objectives
in the years ahead. Nevertheless, we believe that inclusion in such databases should not be viewed as an
objective independent of scientific quality. Rather, it should be regarded as the natural outcome of a sustained
process of improving scholarly quality, adhering to international standards, increasing citation visibility,
expanding international collaboration, and continuously strengthening the peer-review and editorial processes.

As we embark on this new chapter, we warmly invite researchers, academics, students, policymakers, and
professionals working in agricultural economics and management, rural development, agricultural policy,
markets, trade, productivity, natural resources and the environment, agricultural education and extension, and
related fields to join us in shaping the future of the journal.

We hope that, through the continued collaboration of the scholarly community, the Iranian Journal of
Agricultural Economics and Development Research will develop into a credible, dynamic, and trusted
platform for the exchange of knowledge in agricultural economics and development at both the national and
international levels.

Arash Dourandish
Editor-in-Chief
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