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Climate change, as one of the major challenges of the present century, has imposed
adverse impacts on the agricultural sector, particularly in arid and semi-arid regions.
This study aimed to evaluate the effectiveness of altering planting dates as an
adaptation strategy to climate change, through analyzing future climate change
patterns in the Hamadan—Bahar plain. Initially, climate changes were projected for the
future period (2026-2050). Subsequently, crop yields under future climate conditions
were simulated using the AquaCrop model for both baseline and proposed planting
dates. Finally, the economic dimension of the issue was assessed using a Positive
Mathematical Programming model. The results of this study indicated that adjusting
planting dates can play an effective role in adapting to future climatic conditions.
According to the projections, the future climate will be characterized by decreased
precipitation and increased temperatures, which would lead to reduced yields of water-
intensive crops. However, modifying the planting calendar, by better synchronizing
crop growth stages with optimal climatic periods, can improve growth conditions and
consequently enhance crop yields. The economic analysis showed that changing
planting dates can increase agricultural profitability and compensate for a portion of
the economic losses caused by climate change. These findings highlight the
significance of altering planting dates as an effective adaptation strategy in the
agricultural sector, and can serve as a useful guide for policymakers and farmers to
mitigate the negative impacts of climate change and promote the sustainability of
agricultural production.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Climate change poses a significant threat to agricultural sustainability, particularly in arid and semi-arid
regions such as the Hamadan-Bahar plain in Iran. This study investigates the potential of cropping date
adjustment as a critical adaptation strategy to mitigate the adverse effects of climate change on crop yields and
agricultural profitability. By analyzing future climate change scenarios and their impacts on water-intensive
crops, this research aims to provide insights into the effectiveness of this adaptation measure in enhancing
agricultural resilience.

Method

This research was conducted in three distinct phases. First, future climate change projections for the
Hamadan-Bahar plain were generated under two scenarios: an optimistic scenario and a pessimistic scenario.
The resulting climate data, encompassing changes in precipitation and temperature, were then used as inputs
for agricultural simulation models. These models were employed to simulate crop yields under various
cropping date adjustments. Finally, the simulated crop yields were incorporated into an enhanced regional
economic model, based on Positive Mathematical Programming (PMP), to assess the economic impacts of
cropping date adjustments during the future period.

Results

The climate change projections revealed a decreasing trend in precipitation and an increasing trend in
temperature for the study region. Under the baseline cropping date scenario, crop yields were projected to
decline. However, the implementation of adjusted cropping dates resulted in a substantial improvement in crop
yields. Furthermore, the cultivated areas of key crops, including wheat, potato, forage maize, and sugar beet,
increased under the adjusted cropping date scenarios. Consequently, the net profit of the agricultural sector in
the region demonstrated a significant improvement.

Conclusions

The findings of this study highlight the effectiveness of cropping date adjustment as a viable adaptation
strategy to climate change in arid and semi-arid agricultural regions. This approach, in conjunction with other
adaptation measures, can contribute to enhancing agricultural sustainability and mitigating the negative impacts
of climate change. The results of this study can be used as a guide for policymakers and farmers to reduce the

negative impacts of climate change and increase the stability of agricultural productions.
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Table 2- Yield of Field Crops in the Hamadan—Bahar Plain over the Period 2017—2022 (tons per hectare)
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Table 5- Statistical Performance Indicators from the Comparison of Observed Data at the Airport Station (Hamadan)
and Model-Simulated Values

&bl slagasls o Ay (o3 WS (5lod
Statistical Indices Precipitation Maximum Temperature Minimum Temperature
RMSE 141 0.28 0.22
MAE 1.08 0.24 0.18
MBE 0.35 -0.02 -0.03
NS 0.93 0.99 0.99
p 0.95 0.99 0.99
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Source: Research Findings
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Table 6- Evaluation Results for Selecting the Best-Fitting Climate Model for the Study Area

MAE MAE MSE
Jae
Model ook b L b ol b3
Precipitation Temperature Precipitation Temperature Precipitation Temperature
MRI-ESM2-0 0.024 0.058 70.89 2.77 7175 0.39
BCCI;/CI:RSMZ_ 0.020 0.052 53.71 4.78 57.08 0.42
CN'TY'AEMG' 0.014 0.054 39.72 5.60 34.73 0.67
GFDL-ESM4 0.007 0.051 35.33 4.48 10.95 0.35
MPRESML2- .09 0.054 38.61 5.66 14.59 0.36
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Source: Research Findings

a0a0 3 550 Lol 18 o v g3 (oald! Sl paiio

b Jae laon o839)8 oSl (Al g bod (i 3 (BCM) g2 (ogee (53,5 (sloJse <> (b)) 5l
Jse 31 oslisel b 1 4,5 1S @ odi] easlil slagy i g5 sl g bl (closalie slaosls b gollas oy
SSP3-7.0 5 (Jlony)) SSP1-2.6 (laillS (clajl5 Ll (clogy b ¥+ VF—VA+ aly 0,95 58,5 ,Lai )5 § LARS-WG
Gadli b eyl g bod sl 0Byl (sloosly 5l a5 V0=V VE 0)53 (ol sloosly i slp (Se)
53 0dis] ol s oo el ccilisee (slag s o LARS-WG o (395 9 4l 090  Slialie cleMb]
53y) anlyd |y adlaie

P o Hlis e lhen cuds ) ddlles 390 oK (gl GFDL-ESM4 o8l g5lw Jio 5l ol zolis
ol 005 ey ol (glagy )l ooled o (S5l oalS g Lo (33l L) S psboy V000V V) 09
e il gyl oles 3 &Vl slod Sola (V) gt 5 LARS-WG oy yoliie 3y, cslmosls yolul
g bt Oypods (Il (pl &5 L pn b B bagyjliw (ooled 3 5 AV ()l (1SSle Giomen (Cull dalgs
s &S sl o 5 Sl anllan oyl golis amd ot ]y 5blugs Cilie Lo (slao 0 3 el (sSias 5 0355 CSlgiS
ale 2 (AP PB Gaely Slgice sl (nl 9 39500 Gl (M0 FSES 9 )5 Caons & adllas 390 dilate )3 (oorld]
Al wily adate glapiugwsST g (550l o]

Vo0eoYoYE 500 (bl = lian b 53 el (sl el oline (0t Sl ol Y Jga
Table 7- Projected Changes in Climatic Parameters in the Hamadan—Bahar Plain for the Future Period 2026—-2050

92 lios (o shs) sl (31,5 s5k) Bl e (31,5 5) sl (slo
Scenario Precipitation (mm) Minimum Temperature (°C) Minimum Temperature (°C)
b 302.36 -0.01 18.41
Baseline
SSP1-2.6 293.20 0.50 18.85
SSP3-7.0 279.79 0.79 19.66
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Source: Research Findings
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Table 8- Mean Grain Yield at the Synoptic Airport Station (Hamadan) under Different Planting Dates (ton/h)

. ".s é‘)u . .’.s @‘)U
J ab Oglike wl3)s SSP1-2.6 SSP3-7.0
Cro (1) (<) Baseline
P Baseline Alternative Yield
Planting Date  Planting Date (A) (B) (A) (B)
(A) (B)
= 5 Oct 20 Oct 3.77 3.62 411 3.67 4.17
Barley
e 30 Mar 15 Mar 48.15 48.06 52 48.2 53.01
Sugar Beet
dld\éyl.c Q)S
. ’ 10 May 25 May 45.74 46.43 48.03 46.72 48.67
Silage Maize
e e 5 Apr 25 Apr 38.99 38.6 423 38.98 42.85
Spring Potato
oyl puS
Autumn 5 Oct 20 Oct 2.63 2.56 2.87 2.58 2.92
Wheat
s 30 Mar 20 Feb 3552 3441 3637 3473 3694
Tomato
N 5 May 25 Apr 10.2 10.12 104 10.17 10.6
Alfalfa

suis slaansl, 15l
Source: Research Findings
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Table 9- Percentage Changes in Cultivated Area of Selected Cropping Pattern Products (%)
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o)lg R e 6.64 17.01 6.73 18.56
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ojl 5 6.31 32.48 5.01 29.72
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Spes 6.06 27.27 6.06 25.76
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Alfalfa
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Source: Research Findings
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Table 10- Changes in Farmers’ Net Profit Relative to the Baseline Period under Different Cultivation Conditions
(Billion Tomans)
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